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Celebrating five years GO TO SCHOOL  GRADUATE  GET A SCHOLARSHIP 

The Promise is a great thing; it helps all students rich or poor to have 

an opportunity to expand their knowledge. I am very thankful for the 

Promise because it helps me and others who thought they might have 

to struggle to pay for college.  

– Promise Recipient 

 ABOUT THE  
EL DORADO PROMISE 

In January 2007, El Dorado Public Schools (EPS) 

Superintendent Bob Watson announced the 

establishment of a scholarship program called the  

El Dorado Promise.  This exceptional scholarship 

program reaches beyond the boundaries of economic 

need and academic ability to pay up to 100% of 

college tuition and mandatory fees for potentially 

every graduate of El Dorado High School.  Since its 

inception, 997 students have received Promise 

scholarship funding. 

 

Established and funded by Murphy Oil Corporation, 

the El Dorado Promise scholarship funds can be used 

at any accredited two-or-four year college or 

university in the U.S. The Promise is available to all 

students who graduate from El Dorado High School, 

reside in the district, and have been an El Dorado 

Public School student since at least the ninth grade.   

 

The scholarship amount is determined by length of 

attendance in the El Dorado Public School District. 

For example, graduates who have attended all 13 

years at EPS will receive 100% of the scholarship. 

Students who attend ninth through twelfth grades at 

EPS will receive 65% of the scholarship.   

 

The maximum annual amount payable per student is 

based on the maximum level resident tuition payable 

at an Arkansas public university.  In 2011-2012, the 

highest tuition rate in the state was $7,180 per year. 

 

The goals of the El Dorado Promise include greater 

educational attainment, a vibrant economy, and an 

improved quality of life.  Understanding the strong 

correlation between overall academic achievement 

and a community’s economic vitality and quality of 

life, the Promise is an investment in El Dorado’s 

greatest resource: our children. 

 

 

EL DORADO 

PROMISE: 
By The  

Numbers 

999977  
TToottaall  PPrroommiissee  

SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  

RReecciippiieennttss  
  

9900  
PPeerrcceennttaaggee  ooff  

PPrroommiissee--eelliiggiibbllee  

CCllaassss  ooff  22001111  

GGrraaddss  EEnnrroolllleedd  iinn  

CCoolllleeggee  
  

6622  
PPeerrcceennttaaggee  

IInnccrreeaassee  iinn  

SSttuuddeennttss  SSccoorriinngg  aa  

33,,  44  oorr  55  oonn  AAPP  

EExxaammss  

2012 marks the fifth anniversary of the creation of the El Dorado Promise scholarship program.  This 

report highlights the positive impact the Promise has had on El Dorado students and the community.  

Thanks to the Office of Education Policy at the University of Arkansas for compiling much of the 

information and analysis provided herein. 
 

To learn more about the El Dorado Promise or the community of El Dorado, visit 

www.eldoradopromise.com.  You can also find us on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

 

http://www.eldoradopromise.com/
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Promise Halts Declining 
Enrollment 
In 2007, El Dorado schools, 
like many districts in southern 
Arkansas suffered from 
population decline that 
resulted in declining school 
enrollment.  

Despite a historically 
significant recession in the 
United States that dramatically 
impacted many in the south, 
the student enrollment in  

POSITIVE IMPACT: Setting a New Enrollment Trend 

SSiinnccee  tthhee  11999900’’ss,,  ssttuuddeenntt  eennrroollllmmeenntt  iinn  EEll  DDoorraaddoo  aanndd  iinn  ssiimmiillaarr  ddiissttrriiccttss  iinn  SSoouutthheerrnn  AArrkkaannssaass  wweerree  

ddeecclliinniinngg  ccoonnssiisstteennttllyy..    HHoowweevveerr,,  aafftteerr  tthhee  PPrroommiissee  wwaass  aannnnoouunncceedd  iinn  JJaannuuaarryy  22000077,,  tthhee  eennrroollllmmeenntt  iinn  

EEll  DDoorraaddoo  bbeeggaann  ttoo  iinnccrreeaassee  ttoo  iittss  ccuurrrreenntt  lleevveell  ooff  44,,558811  ssttuuddeennttss..    IIff  tthhee  pprreevviioouuss  rraattee  ooff  ddeecclliinnee  wweerree  ttoo  

hhaavvee  ccoonnttiinnuueedd,,  EEll  DDoorraaddoo  wwoouulldd  lliikkeellyy  hhaavvee  lloosstt  220000  mmoorree  ssttuuddeennttss  aass  ooff  tthhiiss  sscchhooooll  yyeeaarr..    OOtthheerr  

ssiimmiillaarr  ddiissttrriiccttss  aanndd  ootthheerr  UUnniioonn  CCoouunnttyy  ddiissttrriiccttss  hhaavvee  eexxppeerriieenncceedd  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  eennrroollllmmeenntt  ddeecclliinnee..  
 

El Dorado has not only 
remained steady, but also 
increased since the creation of 
the El Dorado Promise 
program. This is especially 
significant given the stable or 
declining enrollment of other 
Union County schools and 
comparable districts throughout 
the southern region of Arkansas. 
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Middle School Test Scores Improve 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the El Dorado 
Promise directly benefits 
high school graduates, the 
program design provides 
incentives for younger 
students in El Dorado to 
begin to take school more 
seriously and work harder 
on their academics.  In fact, 
there have been anecdotal 
reports that the entire 
school district, from 

kindergarten up, has 
become more college 
focused. Consequently, test 
scores in elementary and 
middle school might be 
expected to increase. As can 
be observed below, test 
scores at these pre-high 
school levels have improved 
since the program was 
announced in January 2007. 

 
 

Scale Scores on Arkansas Benchmark Tests, 
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POSITIVE 
IMPACT: 
Academic 

Preparation 

HHeerree,,  wwee  ffoollllooww  tthhee  ccoohhoorrtt  ooff  

EEll  DDoorraaddoo  33
rrdd  

ggrraaddee  ssttuuddeennttss  

ffrroomm  22000055--0066  ((bbeeffoorree  tthhee  

PPrroommiissee  wwaass  aannnnoouunncceedd))  ttoo  

tthhee  22001100--1111  yyeeaarr..  

EEll  DDoorraaddoo  ssttuuddeennttss  wweerree  

mmaattcchheedd  wwiitthh  iiddeennttiiccaall  

ssttuuddeennttss  ((bbaasseedd  oonn  tteesstt  

ssccoorreess,,  iinnccoommee  lleevveell,,  eettcc..))  

ffrroomm  ssiimmiillaarr  sscchhooooll  ddiissttrriiccttss  iinn  

ssoouutthheerrnn  AArrkkaannssaass..    

AAss  tthhee  ggrraapphhss  sshhooww,,  eeaacchh  

ggrroouupp  hhaadd  ssiimmiillaarr  tteesstt  ssccoorreess  

iinn  33
rrdd  

ggrraaddee..    AAfftteerr  ffiivvee  yyeeaarrss,,  

EEll  DDoorraaddoo  ssttuuddeennttss  ssccoorreedd  

ssiiggnniiffiiccaannttllyy  bbeetttteerr  tthhaann  tthheeiirr  

mmaattcchheedd  ppeeeerrss  ((aanndd  bbeetttteerr  

tthhaann  tthhee  AArrkkaannssaass  aavveerraaggee))  iinn  

bbootthh  mmaatthh  aanndd  lliitteerraaccyy..  

  

MATHEMATICS  

PROMISE 
Announced in 
January 2007 
 

LITERACY  

PROMISE 
Announced in 
January 2007 
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High School Drop-Out Rates 
Decrease 

I feel that it is a fantastic opportunity that we must get more students to utilize effectively. I 

do feel that the classes have had a better attendance and retention rate in college.  

     – Promise Recipient 

After the implementation of the 

Promise, El Dorado High School 

experienced major changes in the 

graduation rate and drop-out rate of its 

students.  As can be observed in the 

graph on this page, the drop-out  

rate of El Dorado students drastically 

decreased. Additionally, the graduation 

rate increased.  

 

 

POSITIVE 
IMPACT: 

Retention and 
Graduation 

AAfftteerr  tthhee  EEll  DDoorraaddoo  

PPrroommiissee  wwaass  aannnnoouunncceedd,,  

tthhee  sscchhooooll  ddiissttrriicctt  bbeeggaann  ttoo  

sseeee  aa  ddrraammaattiicc  ddeeccrreeaassee  iinn  

tthhee  ddiissttrriicctt  ddrroopp--oouutt  rraattee..  

WWhhiillee  ootthheerr  ccoommppaarriissoonn  

ddiissttrriiccttss  aallssoo  ssaaww  aa  

ddeeccrreeaassee  iinn  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  

ssttuuddeennttss  tthhaatt  ddrrooppppeedd  oouutt,,  

nnoonnee  ddeeccrreeaasseedd  aass  

ddrraammaattiiccaallllyy  aass  ddiidd    

EEll  DDoorraaddoo..  IInn  22000066--0077,,  tthhee  

ddiissttrriicctt  ddrroopp--oouutt  rraattee  wwaass  

hhiigghheerr  tthhaann  tthhee  ssttaattee  

aavveerraaggee..  AAfftteerr  tthhee  

aannnnoouunncceemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee    

EEll  DDoorraaddoo  PPrroommiissee  

pprrooggrraamm,,  tthhaatt  rraattee  ffeellll  ffaarr  

bbeellooww  tthhee  ssttaattee  aavveerraaggee..  

  

AAnnootthheerr  ppoossiittiivvee  iimmppaacctt  

wwaass  tthhee  iinnccrreeaassee  ooff  tthhee  

ggrraadduuaattiioonn  rraattee..    PPrriioorr  ttoo  

tthhee  PPrroommiissee,,  tthhee    

EEll  DDoorraaddoo  SScchhooooll  DDiissttrriicctt’’ss  

ggrraadduuaattiioonn  rraattee  wwaass  lloowweerr  

tthhaann  tthhee  aavveerraaggee  rraattee  iinn  

UUnniioonn  CCoouunnttyy  aanndd  lloowweerr  

tthhaann  ccoommppaarriissoonn  ddiissttrriiccttss  

iinn  tthhee  SSoouutthheerrnn  AArrkkaannssaass..  

HHoowweevveerr,,  oonnllyy  ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss  

aafftteerr  tthhee  iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  PPrroommiissee  PPrrooggrraamm,,  tthhee  

ggrraadduuaattiioonn  rraattee  ffoorr    

EEll  DDoorraaddoo  wwaass  aass  hhiigghh  aass  

oorr  hhiigghheerr  tthhaann  ccoommppaarraabbllee  

ddiissttrriiccttss..  
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Raising the Bar in College  
Preparation, Enrollment 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The El Dorado Promise has increased student preparation for college and also increased college 

enrollment. As can be seen below, El Dorado Public Schools has seen a steady increase in the number of 

students that score a three, four or five on Advanced Placement (AP) exams. This increase jumped 

significantly after the implementation of the Promise program.  
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Not surprisingly, these students are enrolling in college at a higher rate than the state or U.S. average. 

As can be observed on the chart below, over 80% of Promise-eligible students enroll in college, with 

this percentage increasing each year.  Of those eligible for the Promise in the 2011 EHS graduating 

class, 90% actually went on to attend college the following fall. 

PROMISE 
Announced in 
January 2007 
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Local Community College 
Sees Gains 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not only does the El Dorado Promise benefit the local K-12 
public schools, it also provides substantial benefit to the local 
community college. Over 20% of El Dorado college-going 
students attend the SouthArk Community College in  
El Dorado. The illustrations below show that since the 
implementation of the Promise, both enrollment and degrees 
and certificates awarded have increased considerably. 
 

1,372 1,368
1,260

1,310

1,519

1,776

1,781

1,000

1,200

1,400

1,600

1,800

2,000

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

SouthArk Fall Enrollment

311 312
353

437
480

0

100

200

300

400

500

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

SouthArk Degrees and Certificates Awarded

PROMISE 
Announced in 
January 2007 
 


